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Names ofConnecticut sIrish canal laborers 
preserved in 1828-29 baptismal records 
ofitinerant priest ofBoston Archdiocese 
T
By Neil Hogan 
he canal workers of the 1820s are an 
enigma of Connecticut Irish history. It 
is generally accepted that Irish laborers were 
a large, if not the major, component of the 
workforce that dug the Farmington Canal and 
the Enfield Canal. Yet, they remain all but 
faceless and nameless, an immigrant group of 
uncertain numbers, who, unlike later waves 
of Irish immigrants, seem to have appeared, .' 
then disappeared, from the Connecticut 
landscape. 
One explanation for the scarcity of 
information on the canal workers is that they, 
indeed, were transients, moving from one 
construction project to another in an era when 
canals were being dug in virtually every state 
and throughout Canada. Martin Donnelly, a 
laborer on the Beauhamois Canal in Quebec, 
reported that the majority of his peers were 
Irishmen who had worked on other canals in 
the United States. 
Another reference to the transience of the 
Irish canal builders is a report in the Pittsfield 
(Mass.) Sun during construction of the 
extension of the Farmington Canal north into 
Massachusetts. The Sun commented on Feb. 
16, 1826: "The agent for the Delaware and 
Hudson Canal Co. at Kingston (New York) 
advertises that 3,000 men are wanted on that 
part of the canal now under contract 
commencing on the Hudson River near the 
~ ',.village of Kingston ... A line of 65 miles of 
.,
canal together with all locks, etc. is to be 
completed during the present year." In longhand that is still legible today, Father Robert Woodley recorded baptisms of 
the infants of Irish canal workers around Hartford in September 1828. The entries 
(Please turn to page 2) are preserved in the archives ofthe Catholic Archdiocese ofBoston. 
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Contractors obviously knew 
where canal work was in 
progress, and placed 
advertisements and 
announcements strategically so 
that workers who were 
completing, or perhaps were 
disenchanted with, one project 
would consider moving on to 
another in a nearby state. 
A Windsor Locks historian, 
Jabez H. Hayden, writing much 
later, alluded to the phenomenon 
of the disappearing canal 
workers. "Temporary board 
houses were erected and made 
tenantable for the workmen," he 
wrote in his Historical Sketches, 
"but, with very few exceptions 
these men left when the canal 
was completed." 
A case of canal contractors 
themselves moving on was 
reported on Aug. 27, 1825, by 
the New Haven Register. The 
paper said that contracts had 
been let for construction of five 
miles of the Farmington Canal 
from the Massachusetts state 
line southward to Salmon Brook 
in Granby, Conn., and from 
there another 16 miles 
southward nearly to 
Farmington. The newspaper said 
that a majority of the contractors 
"have had great experience in 
building the Erie Canal." If the 
contractors moved from New 
York to Connecticut and 
Massachusetts for a new project, 
it may well have been that some 
or many of their workers came 
along with them on the new 
contracts. 
Connecticut's canals 
The Farmington Canal was 
begun in 1825. Its organizers 
hoped a waterway running 
northward from New Haven to 
Massachusetts wQuld be as 
Father Robert Woodley's records of baptisms on the Enfield Canal on July 10 and lJ, 1829, from the 
archives ofthe Catholic Archdiocese ofBoston. 
prosperous as the Erie Canal 
which was sparking an 
economic boom throughout 
central and western New York. 
They also hoped their canal 
would nullify the advantages 
Hartford had enjoyed over the 
years because of its location on 
the Connecticut River. 
The Enfield Canal was begun 
in June 1827. Only six miles 
long, it was designed to bypass 
the falls on the Connecticut 
River at Enfield and reaffirm the 
advantages of the river, as well 
as the preeminence of Hartford, 
as the major trade route into the 
interior of Connecticut and 
Massachusetts. 
Writings about the 
Farmington and Enfield canals 
are voluminous. Archives such 
as the Connecticut State Library, 
Connecticut Historical Society 
and New Haven Colony 
Historical Society contain a 
wealth of manuscript materials, 
as well as books, pamphlets, 
dissertations, etc., about 
construction and operation of 
the canals. Yet, they contain 
little about the Irish workers in 
general and almost nothing 
about specific Irish workers. 
Newspapers, which usually 
contain more day-by-day details 
than can be found in the 
correspondence and business 
records of entrepreneurs and 
corporations, are equally 
lacking in references to canal 
workers. 
Boston diocesan records 
One very valuable record of 
of the canal builders in 
Connecticut is in the archives of 
the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Boston, which are housed in a 
library near the Boston College 
campus. The record is not large, 
but it is important. 
Preserved in the Boston 
archives are several volumes 
titled Memoranda ofthe Diocese 
of Boston from the Arrival of 
Bishop Fenwick or Rather from 
his Consecration. viz. Nov. 1, 
1825 ..: 
At that time, the Boston 
Diocese included all of New 
England, and the Memoranda 
contain fascinating stories of the 
early days of Catholicism ­
mostly Irish Catholicism - in the 
entire region from Maine to 
Connecticut. 
Among the documents 
preserved in Volume I of the 
Memoranda are the journals of 
Father Robert D. Woodley. A 
native of Virginia, Woodley 
graduated hom Georgetown 
University in 1825 when the 
president there was Father 
Benedict Fenwick. Woodley 
apparently was ordained In 
Charleston, S.C., but came to 
Boston in 1828 when Fenwick 
was appointed second bishop of 
the diocese. 
Woodley was assigned to 
Pawtucket, R.I., but his duties 
included making miSSIOnary 
journeys into Connecticut to 
serve the small Cathol ic 
population here. In 1828, his 
journal includes entries of a few 
baptisms performed in 
September "on the canals about 
Hartford." A year later, the 
journal includes more baptisms 
under a heading, "Connecticut 
on the Enfield Canal, May and 
July 1829." 
The entries are precious in 
that they are one certain source 
of names of the Irish who 
worked on Connecticut's canals. 
They are perhaps even more 
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precious in that they provide the 
names of spouses and children. 
In most canal histories, 
descriptions of camp life focus 
on labor unrest, faction fights 
and lawlessness. Overall, that 
may be an accurate picture, but 
the baptismal records 
demonstrate that even amid the 
harsh environment of the camps 
the Irish took care to maintain 
the rudiments of family and 
spiritual life. 
While most of the names 
recorded by Woodley seem to 
be Irish, some do not, and it is 
possible that there were among 
them immigrants from other 
countries such as England or 
Wales and even native 
Connecticut people. 
It is difficult to determine 
which canal Woodley refers to 
In the earlier entries. The 
Farmington Canal passed 
through the town of that name, 
and through Plainville and 
Simsbury, all of which might 
qualify as "about Hartford." 
Whether Enfield would also be 
classified as "about Hartford," 
must have depended on the 
perspective of the visiting priest. 
Given that he had traveled all 
the way from Rhode Island, the 
distance between Hartford and 
Enfield may not have seemed so 
great as to rule out them being 
considered ID the same 
neighborhood. 
Whatever the case, the two 
groups of baptismal records 
jotted down by Father Woodley 
in his journal are reprinted 
below. Question marks (?) 
indicate difficulty in legibility: 
September 1828 
"On the Canals about 
Hartford in September 1828. 
"Baptized Mary, about a 
week old. Parents Jno. & Mary 
Sliney. Sponsors Jas. Hennessey 
& Cath. Shannon. 
"Baptized Ann about I mo. 
old. Parents Austin & Ellen 
Doyle. Sponsors Michl. Furley 
& Mary Travers. 
"I supplied ceremon(?) of 
baptism to Thomas, about 6 wks 
old. Parents Owen & Mary 
Sullivan. Sponsors Jno. Barry & 
Ellen Lynch. 
"I supplied ceremonies(?) to 
Margaret, I wk. Parents Thomas 
& Marg. Haly. Sponsors Jas. 
Hayes & Marg. Manning. 
"I baptized Mary, born Aug 
10th, 1828. Par. Wm.(?) & 
Bridget Doran. Sponsors Jno. 
Pelfory & Mary O'Neill. 
"Eleanor, Born 25th inst. 
Par. Pat & Ellen Walsh. 
Sponsors Jno. Glugan & 
Elizabeth Cardle. 
"John, born 7th April 1828, 
Par. Danel & Jerusha Grinne!. 
Sponsors Jas Courron & __ 
"Patrick about 4 weeks. 
Parents Hugh & Mary Curry. 
Sponsors Wm. CosIer and 
Bridget Smith." 
May and July 1829 
On the Enfield Canal, May 
and July 1829. 
"May 20, baptized John, 3 
mos. Parents Garrett & Johana 
O'Brien. Sponsors Richard 
Butler & Cath. Lannigan. 
"May 20, baptized Margaret, 
4 mos. Parents Jno. & Mary 
Hayes. Sponsors John Holden & 
Ellen Brennan. 
"May 21, Baptized Dennis, 4 
mos. Parents Tho. & Mary 
Fitzpatrick. Sponsors Richard 
Jenks & Mary O'Connel. 
"May 21, baptized John, 6 
weeks. Parents Jno. & Mary 
Murray. Sponsors Daniel 
Murphy & Mary Sliney. 
"July 10, I baptized John, 4 
weeks old. Par. Michl & Mary 
Fitzgerald. Sponsors Liam(?) 
O'Dee & Bridget Walsh. 
"July 10, I baptized Mary, 2 
mos. old (illegit). Par. Ellen 
Fox. Sponsors Tho. Howard & 
Mary Hays. 
"July 11, r baptized Ellen, 4 
days old. Par. Michl & Ellen 
Farrel. Sponsors Jno. Cregan & 
Mary O'Neill." 
The listings do not provide 
much information to speculate 
on larger family relationships. In 
a couple of cases, a name 
appears twice. Mary Sliney was 
the parent of a daughter, Mary, 
baptized in 1828; the same, or 
perhaps another, Mary Sliney 
also was sponsor for the son of 
Jno. and Mary Murray in 1829. 
Mary O'Neill was a sponsor 
for two children: the daughter of 
Wm. & Bridget Doran in 1828, 
and the daughter of Michl & 
Ellen Farrel in 1829. 
A James Hayes, who may be 
the Jas. Hayes who was a 
sponsor for Margaret Haly, is 
mentioned in one canal study as 
being an engineer on the 
Farmington Canal and one of 
the founders of the first Catholic 
parish in New Haven. 
Mary Hayes was the mother 
of a daughter baptized in May 
1829, and the sponsor of Ellen 
Fox's daughter who was 
baptized in July 1828. 
Woodley noted that Fox's 
daughter was illegitimate, the 
only illegitimacy recorded 
among the 15 births. The fact 
that he recorded that baptism 
including the mother's and the 
sponsors names without further 
comment suggests that there was 
among the Irish immigrants no 
Scarlet Letter mentality. 
Father Power's visit 
In addition to the primary 
source of Woodley's journal 
entries, there is mention of 
another priest visiting the 
workers on the Enfield Canal. 
Several historians report that in 
the summer of 1827, Father 
John Power, a native of Cork 
and at that time vicar general of 
the Diocese of New York came 
to Windsor Locks to attend an 
Irish worker who was seriously 
injured. Power is said to have 
heard the injured man's 
confession and to have given 
him the last rites ofthe church. 
While there, Power also 
celebrated Mass for the 
immigrants. With no building 
available, he offered the Mass in 
the open air "upon an ordinary 
table with the leaves of a great 
tree screening the rays of the 
blazing sun from the priest's 
eyes," according to The History 
of the Church of Saint Mary, 
Windsor Locks. 
Power reportedly returned to 
Windsor Locks in October that 
year for another pastoral visit. 
On his journey back to New 
York, it is recorded that he 
reached New Haven on a 
Sunday. Forbidden to travel on 
the Sabbath under the old 
Connecticut Blue Laws, he 
reportedly said Mass on Long 
Wharf at New Haven Harbor. 
There is an eyewitness 
account, published In The 
Catholic Press, the first Catholic 
newspaper in Hartford, of a 
similar outdoor Mass celebrated 
at Cedar Swamp near Westfield, 
Mass., for the workers on the 
Enfield Canal in early July 
1832. The account reads in part: 
"Seldom did we witness a more 
pleasing sight than that afforded 
us on Sunday, the 8th inst. The 
Catholics employed on the 
Enfield canal were visited 
agreeably with previous 
arrangements by their pastor. It 
being the first time that the holy 
services of our church were 
performed in this section of our 
country, the concourse of those 
who attended from the 
neighbouring towns, some of 
them from 18 miles distant, was 
so great that no room being 
found sufficiently spacious to 
accommodate all, they 
(Please turn to page 4) 
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assembled in the nearby woods 
called Cedar swamp, where the 
holy sacrifice was offered under 
the spacious boughs of a large 
tree. The scene was impressive 
and truly edifying The 
multitude of those who were 
Connecticut during the canal 
building era. If other lists exist 
they would be extremely 
valuable. 
The 1826 passenger list lends 
some credence to an account 
published in the N~ Haven 
Register of May 26, 1906. The 
1906 account describes the 
recruitment of laborers for the 
Farmington Canal. "Agents were 
sent to Ireland," it states, "and 
vessel loads of lusty sod-busters 
were landed at New Haven. 
"One vessel said to belong to 
Prescott and Sherman landed 
sixty-two men who in time sent 
for their families, whose 
descendants are now some of our 
most reliable people. This was 
the first Irish emigration ... The 
Irish were mostly Corkonian 
Celts, called themselves County 
Corks and spoke Celtish, who, 
present, to their credit be it said, 
behaved with propriety and 
becoming respect ... Many on 
the occasion attended their 
religious duties, some were 
baptized, and one family 
presented themselves for other 
instructions that they might be 
admitted into the communion of 
the Catholic Church ..." 
The celebrant of the Mass 
may have been Father James 
Fitton, who was appointed pastor 
at Hartford in October 183 I. 
Passenger list 
Another source that contains 
the names of Irish immigrants 
who may have worked on the 
canals is a passenger list of a 
ship, the Brig Lydia of Haddam, 
that arrived in New Haven in 
late June 1826 from Cork, 
Ireland. The brig's captain was 
A.H. Wing. Upon arriving in 
New Haven, Wing prepared a 
list of passenger for the collector 
of customs. The list, at right, has 
99 names. Of the 53 males, 10 
were 12 and under, 7 were teen­
agers, 28 were in their 20s, 5 in 
their 30s, 2 in their 40s, and one 
in his 50s. Of the 46 females, 14 
were 10 and under, 7 were teen­
agers, 20 were in their 20s, 2 
were in their 30s, I was in her 
40s and 2 were in their 50s. 
The passenger list can be 
seen on microfilm at the 
National Archives record center 
in Waltham, Mass. It appears on 
a microfilm roll of ships arriving 
at minor New England ports. On 
the roll are only a small number 
of lists from Connecticut ports 
and no others of ships arriving in 
Passengers - Brig Lydia - Cork to New Haven - 1826 
All the passengers on the Lydia, which arrived in New Haven in June 1826, at 
the time the Farmington Canal was being constructed, were listed as natives 
ofIreland. Question marks (?) indicate names that are diffICult to read. 
Kattie Conner, 20, Female, died
 
Mary Conner, 23, F
 
Sally Conner, I, F
 
Andelione(?), Wagstaff (?), 21, Male
 
Julia McCarty, 28, F
 
Honora McCarty, 12, F
 
Jeremiah McCarty, 7. M
 
Julia McCarty, 6, F
 
Catherine McCarty, 2, F,
 
John Barry, 35, M, farmer
 
James Barry, 26, M, farmer
 
Bridget Barry, 22, F,
 
Margaret Barry, 22, F,
 
Daniel Crowley, 25, M,
 
Anna Quirk (?), 50 (?), F,
 
Peter Quirk, 17, M,
 
Michael Keanessy(?), 20, M
 
Michael Finn, 32, M,
 
James Mills, 15, M, spingler (?)
 
John Murray, 24, M, laborer
 
John Murray, 22, M, weaver
 
John Connery, 40, M, laborer
 
Ellen Connery, 42, F
 
John Driscoll, 26, M
 
Dolly (?) Driscoll, 24, F,
 
David Fenton (?), 24, M, laborer
 
John Cashman (?), 22, M, laborer
 
Robert Welch, 20, M, laborer
 
Edmund Dunn, 41, M, laborer
 
Patrick Dunn, 16, M, cooper (?)
 
John Dunn, 16, M
 
Hannah Dunn, 7, F
 
John Roche, 25, M
 
Sally Roche, 19, F
 
Mary Mills, J5, F 
John Fitzgerald, 25, M 
Mary Fredericks, 13, F spinster(?) 
Mary Welch, 20, F 
Mary McLaughten, 24 
Ellen Fitzgerald, 21, F 
Mary Carptin (?), 19, F 
Michael Harding, 25, M, shoemaker 
Jeremiah Quick (?), M laborer 
Dennis Quick (?), 19, M 
John Flinn, 18, M 
James McHenneinny, 56, M, 
shoemaker 
Michael Tooley (?), 21, M, laborer 
Vincent (?) Carrol (?), 21 M 
James (?) White, 20, M 
William Nowland, 20, M 
Patrick Tooley, 17, M 
Jeremiah Machene (?), 30, M 
Mary Toohey, 56, F 
Ellen Toohey, 22, F 
Ellen Connaway (?), 20, F 
John Barry, 27, M, Mason 
Margaret Barry, 20, F 
James Roch, 21, M, Labourer 
Elisa Roch, 16, F, Spinster 
Thomas Conoway, 27, M, Labourer 
Ellen Connoway, 26, F 
Patk (?) Connoway, 2, M 
Johanna Connoway, Infant, F 
Patrick McCarty, 22, M, Farmer 
Matthew Healy, 22 (?), M 
Ann Bleakney (?), 32, F 
Michael Bleakney (?), 10, M 
Margaret Bleakney (?), 4, F 
Ann Bleakney (?), 5, F 
Mary Maher, 20, F 
Brian Maher, 19, M, Labourer 
Patrick Maher, 12, M 
Thomas Ryan, 22, M, Labourer 
Catharine Daly, 19, F, Spinster 
Johanna Leahy, 20, F 
Mary Blakny (?), 23, F 
Eliza Harralay (?), 23, F 
Ann Harralay (?), 6, F 
Margaret Harralay (?), 3, F 
--Sheda (?) Harralay(?), II, M 
Julia Doyle, 33, F, 
Ellen Doyle, 21, F, Spinster 
Wm. Broaderick, 25, M, Mechanic 
Ellen Broaderick, 25, F 
William Broaderick, 7, M 
Thomas Broaderick, 6, M 
Mary (?) Broaderick, 2, F 
Thomas Connor, 26, M 
Mary Ann Connor, 21, F 
... (?) Hays (?), 22, M, Labourer 
William Colter (?), 31, M 
David (?) McCarty, 21, M 
John Flinne, 24, M, 
Ellen Gooding, 13, F, 
Mary Roach, 7, F, 
John (?) Roach, 12, M, 
Ellen Flinn, 7, F, Spinster 
Eliza Hays (?), 4, F, 
(?) Broaderick, Infant, M. 
Source: National Archives. Ship 
Lisls. Microfilm Roll 575, #5. 
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when they attempted to speak 
English, let out of them a brogue 
that would have dislocated the 
jaw of any other clan ... 
"They were not the typical 
Paddy from Cork with his coat 
buttoned up behind for to 'kape 
me belly war-am,' but honest, 
strong, able lads in the prime of 
life, handy and ready at any time 
for a job, a wake, a fight or a 
shin-dig ... 
"When first landed, they 
drifted in squads through the 
middle of the street ... dressed 
neatly in their fair-day clothes, 
closely shaved with blue-tail 
coat, corduroy knee britches, 
woolen stockings, heavy 
brogans and stiff top hat, with 
short clay pipes roosting in the 
band, safe from harm, making a 
gala day for the curious natives 
who were not used to seeing 
foreigners. 
"They were broad-breasted, 
long-backed and short legged, 
bringing them down near to 
work, so that in all kinds of 
earth or crop disturbance they 
were without a peer, afraid of 
nothing ... except snakes, toads 
and fire-flies." 
Whether that account, 
written 80 years after the 
digging of the ca,nal, can be 
trusted In all its details, is 
debatable. Still, the author did 
know something about the 
subject because at least one ship 
arrived In New Haven from 
Ireland at the time of canal 
construction. Cork was the port 
from which it sailed and many 
of the names on the passenger 
list - Roche, McCarty, Driscoll, 
Flynn - are typically associated 
with that county. 
Newspaper items 
While Connecticut and 
western Massachusetts 
newspapers contain frequent 
references to the progress and 
the problems of 10 canal 
construction, they seldom 
mention Irish workers and 
almost never identify the 
workers by name. 
The few references that do 
appear are still vaJuab Ie, even 
though in at least one instance, 
they describe the canal scene at 
its worst. That instance was a 
murder 10 April 1827. The 
murder was reported in an 
article In the New Haven 
Register, reprinted from the 
Springfield Republican. It 
occurred during construction of 
the Hampshire and Hampden 
Canal. 
The article states: "A 
malicious and brutal murder was 
committed in Southwich ... on 
Monday night last about J0 
o'clock by five Irishmen 
(workers on the canal) upon one 
of their associates, Jere 
Fitzpatrick, by beating his head 
in with clubs, soon after which 
they were missing. Persons have 
gone in different directions in 
pursuit of them." 
Four suspects - Michael 
Ginnan, John Dwyer, Patrick 
Roche and James Dunehar ­
were rounded up by the persons 
who had gone In different 
directions. The four were tried at 
Northampton in October J827. 
Blood and battle 
"The prisoners as well as the 
deceased," reported the 
Pittsfield Sun at the time of the 
trial, "were Irishmen employed 
on the Hampshire and Hampden 
Canal ... The evidence disclosed 
a scene of blood and battle with 
heavy clubs and broad swords, 
which seemed to have no 
beginning, or at least there was 
no evidence of inducement or 
provocation. It was an Irish 
fight, distinguished by all the 
peculiarities of the lower class 
of that peculiar and eccentric 
nation. The material testimony 
came from other Irishmen who 
were engaged in the affray and 
was 10 many particulars 
contradictory and undeserving 
of credit." 
The jury found the 
defendants not guilty of murder, 
but guilty of the lesser charge of 
manslaughter. Each defendant 
was sentenced to a year In 
prison. "This may be tho't a 
light punishment," explained the 
newspaper, "but there were 
circumstances in the case which 
went far to paliate the offence, 
and some doubt must have 
existed whether it was not 
excusable homicide 10 the 
person who gave the death blow. 
It appeared at one time that the 
deceased and his brother (who 
was the principal witness) were 
the assailants, with a deadly 
weapon." 
Another report of violence 
on the canals was a non­
contemporary account of an 
incident in Cheshire. The 
account was published in an 
article by E.R. Brown in The 
Cheshire-Hamden Times, March 
15, 1923. It stated: "When the 
canal was being built through 
Cheshire, the workmen for the 
most part were new recruits 
. from Ireland and generally loved 
their whiskey. On one occasion 
several of them who were 
boarders at Joel Merriman's 
went up to the store of Capt. Asa 
Tuttle and called for their 
favorite drink. Mr. Tuttle, 
fearing trouble from the effects 
of drink, refused to give it to 
them. At this refusal they 
became angry, were abusive and 
threatened violence. Titus 
Gaylord, a neighbor, who was 
present .and noted this abusive 
demonstration, at once entered 
the store and selected an ax­
helve having the right kind of 
swing to it, and with this In 
hand, walked into the midst of 
the gang swinging his weapon 
right and left doing effective 
execution, for they soon left the 
premises, and the following 
morning a cap was found 
covered with blood, and also 
that one boarder was missing at 
the home." 
Sbirtsleeves in mid-winter 
A contemporary newspaper 
item, reprinted in the 
Connecticut Herald in New 
Haven on March 6, 1827, from 
the Hampshire (Mass.) Gazelle 
described condi tions under 
which the canal diggers worked. 
The Fannington Canal at that 
time was being extended 
northward into Massachusetts. 
"We learn," the item reported, 
"that laborers were at work upon 
the canal 10 Westfield and 
Southampton through all the 
intensely cold weather of 
January and February. These 
hardy Irishmen we are told were 
seen toiling in their shirt sleeves 
when the mercury was 10 
degrees below zero." 
The impression given is one 
of very healthy and strong 
laborers fearlessly braving the 
cold weather. The reality may 
have been ordinary men without 
the means to purchase proper 
clothing and equipment 
struggling just to remain alive 
under very difficult working 
conditions. 
An account of those 
'conditions on the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal that same year 
by an English tourist, suggests 
the latter. "Of the white 
labourers on this canal," the 
Englishwoman Frances Trollope 
wrote, "the great majority are 
Irishmen; their wages are from 
10 to 15 dollars a month, with a 
miserable lodging, and a large 
allowance of whiskey. It is by 
means of this hateful poison that 
they are tempted, and indeed 
enabled for a time to stand the 
broiling heat of the sun in a most 
noxious climate ... " 
"There IS a strong feeling 
against the Irish in every part of 
(Please tum to page 6) 
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the Union," continued 
Trollope, adding, "When they 
fall sick, they may and must 
look with envy on the slaves 
around them; for they (the 
slaves) are cared for; they are 
watched and physicked, as a 
valuable horse is watched and 
physicked; not so the Irishman; 
he is literally thrown on one 
side, and a new comer takes 
his place." 
Canal official's letter 
Only rarely do collections 
of business letters and 
documents about the canals 
provide insight into the 
conditions of the Irish laborers. 
A letter from James Hillhouse, 
one of the Farmington Canal 
entrepreneurs, provides such a 
reference: "Dear Sir - The 
Irishmen who worked on the 
North Half of Sec:62 have 
completed there job and have a 
final estimate the balance of 
which is $428.85 which the 
men are very anxious to 
receive but it is not in my 
power to pay it, having paid 
out almost the whole of the 
money which I brought up - I 
think it very desirable they 
should be paid if it be 
practicable to obtain the 
money But not being 
authorized to draw for the 
money I have requested Mr. 
Beach as he is authorized to 
receive their estimates to 
furnish each man with a 
certificate of the amount due 
them generally - You know we 
have thirty days to pay final 
estimates of their definition 
thereto not be delayed - You 
will however do what is 
practicable and best - James 
Hillhouse." 
The Hillhouse letter is a 
reminder of a practice that 
sometimes caused friction and 
violence at canal sites: the 
failure of contractors to pay 
their workers in a timely 
fashion. That canal managers 
were often short on cash, did 
not make it any easier for Irish 
laborers and their families to 
accept delay in payment for 
services already rendered. 
There are few accounts of 
what those services actually 
were. Jabez Hayden provides a 
brief glimpse into that in 
description of the Enfield 
Canal in Historical Sketches: 
"The digging of the canal was 
done by Irishmen who came 
here for that purpose ... They 
dug and removed the earth 
with wheelbarrows on plank 
runs of the width of a single 
plank, and when near the 
bottom of the excavation it 
required a run of steep grade, 
and strong muscles to dump 
the barrow on the tow path. 
When near the present railroad 
bridge, when the run was an 
even grade from the top of the 
bluff to the tow path fifteen or 
twenty feet below, it took good 
nerves and a steady gait to 
wheel a load and dump it in the 
proper place." 
Sources: Peter Way, Common 
labour: workers and the digging of 
North American canals, p. 98; 
Pittsfield Sun, Feb. 16, 1826, Oct. 
11, 1827; New Haven Register, 
Aug. 27,1825, Apri/28, 1827, May 
26, 1906; Jabez H. Hayden, 
Historical Sketches, pp 33-34; 
Memoranda of the Diocese of 
Boston; Daniel E. Bender, An 
Uneasy Peace, Irish Labor on the 
Farmington Canal, (Yale 
University research paper), p. 36; 
The Catholic Press (Hartford), 
July 12, 1832; Connecticut Herold, 
March 6, 1827; Frances Trollope, 
Domestic Manners of the 
Americans; James Filion, Sketches 
of the Establishment of the Church 
in New England, p. 189-190, The 
Histoly of the Church of Saint 
Mary, Windsor Locks. 
Proposalfor a canalproject 
On an upper floor at the Connecticut State Library 10 
Hartford is a shelf with perhaps a score of books about 
canals in the United States. Among the volumes are a half 
dozen or so books and booklets on Connecticut's canals. 
Only one, a research paper by a Yale University student, 
focuses on the canal workers, and even that is very sketchy 
in describing the workers. 
All that is discouraging, but even now, almost 200 years 
after the events, it might be possible to rectifY the 
shortcoming, As the preceding article suggests, bits and 
pieces of data do exist about some of the canal workers and 
their activities. Would it not be great if the Connecticut 
Irish-American Historical Society brought together in a 
booklet what is already known, as well as any other 
information that can be uncovered, about the canal 
workers? To do that would require further research of a 
number of sources: 
Census records - The names of some of those 
mentioned in Father Woodley's baptismal records might be 
found in the 1830 and 1840 U.S. census listings in towns 
such as New Haven, Farmington and Windsor Locks along 
the routes of the canals. Following census records along 
though the mid 19th century might produce evidence of 
some canal workers settling and raising families in those 
towns. 
Newspapers - A more complete search of newspapers 
published in towns along the canals, both in Connecticut 
and Massachusetts, might tum up more information. 
New York Catholic Archives - The visits of Father 
John Power of New York to the Enfield Canal are 
mentioned in history books, but there may be a record of 
those visits in the archives of the Catholic Archdiocese of 
New York in Yonkers. 
Cemetery records - The Connecticut State Library in 
Hartford has a wonderful resource for cemetery headstone 
data. The Barbour Collection comprises 55 volumes 
covering cemeteries in 137 Connecticut towns. A search of 
the towns along the canals might reveal Irish or Irish­
sounding names that could be double-checked against 
census and other records. A visit to cemeteries along the 
canals might also produce data on the birthplaces of early 
Irish settlers. 
Library and historical society accounts - Community 
libraries and historical societies frequently have collections 
of letters, diaries and family records that shed light on local 
events. It might be worthwhile to contact and visit such 
libraries and historical societies along the route of the 
canals to see what might be available. 
Is anyone interested enough to help out with this effort? 
If so, we might be able to put together a booklet that would 
serve as a fitting memorial to the forgotten canal diggers. 
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By Paul R. Keroack 
M ost people who have undertaken a serious 
search for Irish ancestors have 
probably made their 
acquaintani;;e with Griffith's 
Valuation, or have at least been 
told of its importance in locating 
families living in Ireland during 
the middle of the 19th century. 
Information on the 
valuation's features and its 
usefulness is available In 
numerous books and websites, 
especially the late James R. 
Reilly's Richard Griffith and his 
Valuations of Ireland. Other 
books include The Irish Roots 
Guide by Tony McCarthy and 
the second edition of Tracing 
your Irish Ancestors by John 
Grenham. Copies of these books 
are available at a number of 
libraries in the state. 
Anyone not familiar with the 
hierarchy of Irish political and 
geographical jurisdictions used 
to arrange the information in the 
survey needs to at least consult 
one of the books or website 
articles before conducting a 
search. What has changed in 
recent years is that there are 
more and easier ways to access 
this valuable resource than ever 
before. 
190 volumes in series 
Initially, the land valuation 
survey, a tax list officially titled 
Primary (or General) Valuation 
of Rateable Property in Ireland, 
was published in over 190 
volumes between 1846 and 
1864. In the 20th century at 
least two microform versions 
were produced, but neither of 
them complete (37 microfilm 
reels by FHL; 462 fiche, by Irish 
Microforms Ltd). Also, several 
surname indexes were devised 
and microfilmed. This is how 
matters stood by the mid-1990s. 
In 1998, a CD-Rom index to 
Griffith's Valuation was 
Griffith's Valuation now online 
Internet brings 19th century tax list 
into genealogists' living rooms 
produced by Heritage World of 
Ireland and marketed by two U. 
S. firms (Genealogical Pub. Co. 
and Broderbund). It was 
indexed by keying in data from 
the films and is searchable by a 
number of fields including name 
and "locality." But as noted by 
Gri ffi th' s expert George 
Handran in a National 
Genealogical Society Quarterly 
article in June 1998, index terms 
not conforming adequately to the 
survey's terminology as well as 
numerous errors and omissions 
lessen the usefulness of the CD 
for the average user. 
New technologies combined 
with Internet access have now 
made it possible to view the 
survey's pages in your own 
home. Two competing firms, 
www.otherdays.com and www. 
originsnetwork.com have 
created digitized images of the 
entire published Griffith's 
survey. For the first time, pages 
from many sources were 
combined - since no single 
repository holds a complete set 
of the valuation. Personal names 
and place names are fully 
keyword-indexed. Otherdays, 
according to its website, charges 
$44 for an annual subscription. 
Other resources besides 
Griffith's Valuation are included 
but they are more specialized. 
Library in Middletown 
The Godfrey Memorial 
Library in Middletown offers 
access to this database as part of 
the $35 annual cost of its 
"Godfrey Scholar" subscription, 
which includes U.S. census 
images and PERSI's 
genealogical periodical index. 
OriginsNetwork offers Griffith's 
as part of its "Irish Origins" 
databases. Its price is 
comparable, although it offers 
three-day, monthly and quarterly 
as well as annual rates. Handran 
is listed as an adviser to the 
latter firm. 
Added to both websites are 
the accompanying Ordnance 
Survey Maps. The original 1840 
maps have been scanned and can 
be enlarged to show houses, 
townland boundaries and roads. 
You can download and print 
your own images or order prints 
from the publishers. I cannot 
fairly evaluate the merits of both 
firms' websites as I am not a 
subscriber to Irish Origins. 
When searching Griffith's 
Valuation as a whole for an 
ancestor, it is helpful to have a 
parish location to search or at 
least two surnames known to be 
in a given area, unless you are 
looking for an unusual surname. 
Householder's listings 
Handran, in a recent lecture I 
attended in Boston, said that he 
often prefers to use the older 
"Householder's Index," typed in 
the 1960s and since 
microfilmed, (by county, on 
FHL #0919001-0919007) 
because it allows locating lists of 
surnames successively in a 
county, barony and parish, 
although you must start with at 
least a county name. It is called 
"Householder's" because it also 
includes surnames found in the 
Tithe Applotments, a less 
comprehensive survey taken in 
the 1820s and 1830s. 
There are also various 
websites in which individuals 
and organizations offer 
transcribed portions of Griffith's 
Valuation. A good list is found 
at www.expertgenealogy.com/ 





sites vary in quality and 
usefulness but can be helpful if 
the portion of Ireland that 
interests you is included. 
More accessible than ever 
While technical and cost 
issues can still be limitations on 
what can be retrieved from the 
new Internet-based Griffith's 
images and indexes, this 
publication, as useful for what 
other resources it can lead you to 
as for the details in its pages, is 
accessible now to the American 
researcher as never before in its 
history. 
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New genealogy group visits Mormon library 
The Connecticut Irish-American 
Historical Society has organized a 
genealogy group that is already attracting 
considerable interest among CIARS 
members. 
The group had an initial meeting in 
November and followed that with a visit 
to the Mormon Genealogy Library in 
Woodbridge. 
Janet Pestey, an experienced 
genealogist and a member of the staff 
there, outlined the resources available 
through the Mormon library for the 13 
CIAHS members in attendance. 
The group intends to organize a 
0" ;.- . 












regular schedule of activities and is 
seeking new members who are working 
on their own genealogies and would like 
to get involved with others working in the 
field of Irish family history. Future 
activities may include guest speakers, 
workshops, more field trips and show­
and-tell sessions where members can 
share their individual family history 
projects. 
Interested members should send their 
name, address and telephone number to 
the CIARS: P.O. Box 120020, East 
Haven, CT 06512. 
Books for sale 
Books published by our organization may be 
ordered by sending a check to the CIARS, P.O. 
Box 120020, East Haven, CT 06512: 
The Wearin' 0' the Green: St. Patrick's 
Day in New Haven, 1842-1992 - $10 
Green Sprigs from the Emerald Isle: 
Paddy and Bridget Stories in 19th 
Century Connecticut Newspapers - $10 
The Cry of the Famishing' Ireland, 
Connecticut and the Potato Famine ­
$15 
Strong In Their Patriotic Devotion: 
Connecticut's Irish in the Civil War ­
$15 
President Jeanne Roche Whalen
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